At 2 p.m. on the 14tli September, 1864, I was 
At 2 p.m. on the 14tli September, 1864, I was called to the village of Vikrapondiem, about ten miles distant, to see a female who was reported to be in labour and dangerously ill. On my arrival at 5 p.m., I found the patient, a young Brahmin woman of twenty-two, of fair complexion and short stature, in a close room, lying on a mat on the floor with a block of wood for her pillow. Her countenance indicated exhaustion, and she did not wish to be disturbed ; preferring, as she said, death to any further interference. Her friends stated that labour pains set in four days before, and that the membranes broke and the waters were discharged thirty hours previous to my visit. The pains having been slight, and the labour having made no advance, midwives of repute were sent for from all directions, and these having failed to effect delivery, my services were brought into requisition.
On examination, the abdominal tumour was found large, the vagina hot and painful, with an offensive discharge escaping from it; the os uteri well dilated. The presenting portion imparted a bony feel to the hand. This was discovered to be the right shoulder from which the arm had been severed by the al- [March 1, 1867.
?would have been saved. The waters were discharged thirty hours before my services were called for, and, in the meantime, the unfortunate woman was at the mercy of five ignorant midwives,who alternately exerted all the strength they could find to effect delivery after their own fashion. It was not to be wondered at, therefore, that after this treatment the poor creature should have begged so earnestly as she did, to be allowed to die in peace, and that the passages should have been found hot and painful.
I questioned the midwives to ascertain what object, if any, they had in view in conducting the treatment of the case, and I learned that in all cross-births their plan of treatment is to endeavour to push up the arm and bring the head to the pelvic brim. In furtherance of this object, which they consider can only be achieved by the exertion of all the force which they can bring to it, they continue to commit an amount of mischief which is incalculable. It can very readily be conceived how, under these circumstances, numbers of lives must continually be sacrificed. Some time before this, a case precisely similar to the foregoing occurred in a village, six miles south-west of this station, in which my services were applied for; I found the patient, a woman between thirty and thirty-five years of age, in a moribund condition. From the statement of her friends I gathered that she had been in labour of her 8th child for three days before I saw her, and that in their attempt to deliver her, the midwives who had been called to her aid, had severed the arm from the shoulder. In this case nothing could be attempted, and the woman died undelivered almost immediately after I saw her. It will be out of place here to enter, at any length, into the consideration of the means which might be adopted to Up to the 5th month they will take an occasional laxative, but after that period, and until afier delivery, they refrain from the use of laxatives even of the mildest description,?apprehensive of premature labour being thereby induced. Even when inconvenience does result from the loaded state of the rectum, they have recourse to decoction of some vegetable, and other equally ineffective means for its removal. The consequence is that in picst of the cases to which I am called I find hardened foeces impacted in the rectum, sometimes, as in the foregoing instance, to such an extent as to defy enemata.
